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Ransomville eighth-grader has fundraiser in honor of 3F mentor
BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

Rayn Cooper of Ransomville, an eighth-
grader at Wilson Central, is currently doing 
a neat project – and she’d like your help.  

Cooper is selling wristbands and taking 
donations in the community with proceeds 
going to assist Dale Shank, a youth instruc-
tor with the Fish, Fur and Conservation 
Club in Lewiston, who is now battling can-
cer. 

“I am raising money for the VA and Ro-
swell in honor of Mr. Dale and what he’s 
going through, since he’s made such an 
impact on my life and what I do,” Rayn said. 

A poster titled “Helping a Mentor” tells 
the story.

“I am raising money for my local mentor 
of the 3F Club. Mr. Dale has cancer. He is 
a Navy Vietnam veteran and is receiving 
treatment through the VA and Roswell. He 
uses his skills and trains the youth at the 3F 
Club how to be good and respectful hunt-
ers,” she wrote. “He is one of the nicest 
people you will ever meet. He is part of the 
pheasant program and takes youth hunters 
out to hunt often. He can make people smile 
as soon as he walks in the room. Mr. Dale is 
one of the best people and deserves all the 
love and appreciation in the world.”

Rayn is the granddaughter of 3F board 
offi cer Chris Cooper. She plans to start sell-
ing wristbands to her classmates at Wilson 
Central and is now accepting donations at 
various locations in the River Region, in-

cluding the 3F.
“Once I am done selling them and all the 

extras, I’m planning on taking (more dona-
tions),” she said.  

Rayn began her donation campaign just 
before Christmas and intends to continue 
it into winter/spring of 2021. Thus far, she 
said the reception from the community has 
been good. 

“It’s been pretty good actually. The jars 
are working really well, especially here (at 
the 3F). I’m getting about $50 per week. I’m 
planning on getting $1,000, and hopefully 
over it,” she said.

In her young life, Rayn has become a 
strong advocate for cancer research. 

“Two years ago, I did ‘Bald for Bucks’ and 
I ended up coming in third in Western New 
York, raising $4,125,” she said. “I did pretty 
much the same thing with the (donation) 
jars. … I went to the Masons and the Pres-
byterian Church” to raise funding.

“The reason why I’m doing this is charity 
is a big part of what makes me happy to do 
it,” she said. 

Rayn went on to recall the earlier projects 
such as “Bald for Bucks” and her wish to do 
what she could to help cancer victims and 
support cancer research. 

“I remember when my mom, she was 
on Facebook and a saw a video of a 3-year-
old girl. She was all sad of these little kids 
who had cancer. So the little girl shaved her 
head and she raised for it. So, I that got the 
idea with me to do ‘Bald for Bucks.’

“Around Thanksgiving, I was thinking 
about how I did ‘Bald for Bucks’ and how it 
changed a lot. … It made me happier to do 
it. And then I thought about Dale and how 
he’s helped me.”

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Rayn 
was an active member of the 3F Youth Club. 

“I was downstairs with Dale and I was 
shooting at the targets, getting better, and 
he was one of the few people who kept tell-
ing me that I should keep going,” she said. 
“He is an amazing person. I have been 
discouraged and told that I shouldn’t be 
shooting because of my gender, and I went 
to him, because he has helped me get into 
this.

“He helped assure me that, even though 
(there’s) … people who will doubt that 
I can do it (fi rearms training) … I should 
keep going, because that’s what makes me 
happy.”

Rayn is a skeet shooter at 3F as well as 
one of the kids who gets a chance to go out 
in the back property at the 3F Swann Road 
facility to shoot pheasant. 

She has the full support of her parents, 
who admire what she does.

“I absolutely love it. She has always been 
a go-getter and it started with the ‘Bald for 
Bucks’ and the people that make an impact 
on her life, who she cares about extremely,” 
said her dad, Ryan Cooper. “It started with 
Mr. Dale, what Mr. Dale was going through. 
She was very upset and wanted to do what 
she could. Everything is her idea; her mom 
and I just run with it.”

“I am at a loss for words,” grandfather 
Chris Cooper added. “It shakes me up; I 
have one of the best granddaughters in the 
world.”

Ryan said her fundraiser continues until 
early spring with a March 7 pie-in-the face 
fundraiser in the works at Wilson Central. 
The bracelet campaign is expected to ex-
tend to the end of April. 

For more information on Rayn’s fundrais-
ing project, or to help out, call her at 628-
4966 or 417-5048, or look for a donation jar 
in the community and donate.

Eighth-grader Rayn Cooper with her “Helping 
a Mentor” fundraiser now underway in the 
River Region.

Ortt unveils plan to ‘Reset New York State’
Senate Republican Leader Rob-

ert Ortt on Friday discussed the 
“comprehensive vision of Sen-
ate Republicans” to “Reset New 
York.” Their plan includes several 
components to address mounting 
economic and fi scal challenges 
facing the state – many of which 
they said were exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic – and to help 

forge a better path forward for all 
New Yorkers. 

“Under New York’s one-party 
control, we have seen a dramatic 
and unwelcome shift in our state’s 
priorities. Democrats displayed 
no interest in rebuilding our lo-
cal economy, lessening the fi nan-
cial burden on our middle class, 
or stemming the ever-increasing 

outfl ow of New York residents fl ee-
ing our state,” Ortt said. “Political 
agenda items and headline-grab-
bing legislation became the focus 
while the needs of New York’s 
middle-class and job creators were 
cast aside. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has only highlighted the need 
for immediate action on the unre-
solved challenges facing our small 
business community and New 
York’s hardworking taxpayers.” 

The Senate Republicans’ plan 
includes proposals that prioritize 
restarting local economies, re-
thinking how New York operates, 

and renewing a commitment to the 
state’s residents to “ensure strong, 
robust communities.”

•Restart our Local Economies 
by: 

√ Safely reopening small busi-
nesses to help them get back on 
their feet and offer gainful employ-
ment for residents; 

√ Helping schools and colleges 
stay open; and 

√ Investing in physical and hu-
man infrastructure to rebuild the 
state’s competitiveness. 

•Rethink how New York State 
Operates by: 

√ New York state’s unaffordabil-
ity problem, which has been made 
worse by the pandemic; 

√ Taking on state government’s 
culture of overspending and re-
storing fi scal responsibility; and 

√ Reasserting the Legislature’s 
constitutional authority as an equal 
branch of government. 

•Renew our Commitment to 
Residents by:

√ Fostering the growth of vibrant 
local communities; 

√ Developing a robust economy 
with diverse opportunities; and

√ Creating safer neighborhoods 
with common-sense public safety 
measures.

A press release said, “Small busi-
ness owners and the residents 
they employ have been enor-
mously impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic leading to thousands of 
closures and tens of thousands of 
lost jobs. The economic impact of 
shutdowns and limitations placed 
on small businesses have led to 
devastating fi nancial implications 
for small cities and towns across 
our state.”
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